
Canyons of the Ancients National Monument  
–Recovery Act Projects - 

Montezuma & Dolores Counties 
 

 
The Recovery Act is helping 
fund eradication of invasive 
tamarisk on 1,000 acres in 
Canyons of the Ancients 

National Monument.  
 
The BLM has already sprayed herbicide on 
tamarisk infestations in the main canyons 
of Yellowjacket, Sandstone and Woods. 
The initial plan was to expand spraying 
into side drainages and adjacent ponds. 
However, monitoring revealed that leaf 
beetles, a biological control agent 
released nearby in 2007, were already 
doing a good job, so the focus has turned 
to monitoring the beetles and promoting 
their continued existence.  

 
Meanwhile, another 1,000 acres are targeted for inventory and treatment of other noxious 
weeds, including Russian knapweed, which often invades after tamarisks are removed.  
County weed offices are being funded to spray 300 acres along roads and trails. Next year, 
gall midges, a biological control agent for knapweed, are planned for release in remote areas, 
where spraying is difficult.  
 
The counties are also being funded to 
conduct inventories of weed infestations 
via Global Positioning Systems (GPS) 
technology for storage in a BLM corporate 
database for future monitoring.    
 
Native riparian ecosystems along two miles 
of Yellow Jacket Canyon Creek are being 
restored to reduce erosion and prevent 
invasive plants. Following herbicide 
treatments, 1,500 willow shoots were 
planted along the stream banks. Willows 
will also be planted on two additional 
miles of an upper reach of Yellow Jacket 
Canyon Creek. 
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Canyons of the Ancients National Monument - Recovery Act Projects continued 
 
 
These projects in the BLM Canyons of the Ancients National Monument are funded by the 
Recovery Act through participating agreements with:  

• Southwest Conservation Corps of Durango 
• Dolores Conservation District 
• Montezuma and Dolores County weed offices  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


